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Summary: Eight-year old Midgie Morris lives in central Florida
with her family on a small farm. Her father also works for the railroad
as a telegrapher. But one day in 1918 everything changes for Midgie’s
tamily when her mother falls ill during the Spanish flu epidemic. The
tamily moves to the historic Springfield neighborhood of Jacksonville,
Florida where her mother can receive better medical care in a large
hospital—and hopefully recover. Midgie’s adventures in Springfield and
during travels to relatives across the southeastern United States on the
train—by herself—provide exciting opportunities to learn a great deal
about her world. Despite some scary moments, Midgie learns many
useful lessons that she soon puts to good use in reuniting her family and
helping her friends. Love, Midgie is based on a true story and is illustrated
with historic photographs and post cards, including photographs from
Midgie’s family photograph album. Readers are able to see views of the
actual locations, neighborhoods and houses Midgie saw in 1918.
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The real Midgie, or the character of Midgie, is based on Miriam
Morris Connors, the author’s mother-in-law. Most of the events in
Love, Midgie actually happened to her during her childhood. The
real Midgie shared many of these childhood experiences with the
author over the course of the nearly five years it took for the book
to be written.

Midgie’s brother, Henry Caston Mortis, was every bit as lively
as he is portrayed in Love, Midgze.

Her friend, Rose, as well as her cousins, Sarah, Grace, Angus
and the others were all a part of her childhood adventures.

Aunt Daisy and Uncle Tom were very special to Midgie and
helped her through some very difficult times. Henry was always with
her in spirit, as were here Mama (Emma Lee Smith Morris, Sum-
merfield, FL, and Daddy (Henry Tracy Morris, Timmonsville, SC).

About Love, Midgie, she was delighted the real Midgie liked the
book and felt it was true to her southern childhood experiences. Also,
that this true-to-life story will be enjoyed by her children, grand-
children, and great-grandchildren to whom this book is dedicated..

She lives in Florida with her husband, Tracy, where they write
books, grow oranges and lemons in their garden and drink plenty
of (un)sweet tea. They have two grown daughters.

xii



